Regular Council                                                                                                                                      


September 9


24

The regular meeting of the Waterville Council was called to order by Mayor Tim Pedro at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Waterville Municipal Building.

The prayer was offered by Mrs. Duncan. The Pledge of Allegiance was then recited and led by resident Bill Kid.
Present at roll call were Mary Duncan, Todd Borowski, Anthony Garver, Tim Pedro, Wayne Wagner, John Rozic and Anthony Bruno. 
Also present this evening was Jon Gochenour, Municipal Administrator; Kati Tharp, Law Director; Steve Schult, Treasurer and Jeni Malaczewski, Recording Secretary.  

Staff Present:

Mark Williams – Finance Director

Ken Blair – Public Works Director
Citizens Present:
Please see Citizens’ Sign-In Sheet, Exhibit A, Page 1 for a list of people present.
Approval of Minutes

Mr. Borowski moved to approve the minutes of the August 26, 2024 Regular Council meeting.  Mr. Rozic seconded the motion, which passed by a unanimous voice vote.
Citizens Comments - none
Staff Reports 
Administrator:  Jon Gochenour  
·   Stated the Ohio Auditor of State’s required on-line “fraud training” course must be completed by all elected officials and staff September 28, 2024. 
·   Stated the 2024 City Paving Program is substantially complete.  The alley behind the municipal building was completed today.     
Law Director:  Kati Tharp
·   No Report 
Finance Director:  Mark Williams

·   No Report
Treasurer:  Steve Schult 

·   No Report 
Communications from Council Members/Committees 
Mrs. Duncan  

·   No Report
Mr. Borowski

·   No Report
Mr. Garver  

·   Thanked Councilman Todd Borowski for his work on the Dutch Road Roundabouts.

Mr. Wagner
·   No Report
Mr. Rozic  

·   No Report  
Mr. Bruno  

·  No Report
Mayor Pedro  

·   Attended the Parks and Recreation Committee meeting. The group has some great volunteers which is an example of what is great about our community.  

·   Reminded Council that the staff is developing the 2025 City Budget.
·   Recognized Councilman Anthony Bruno and Treasurer Steve Schult participation in an upcoming Honor Flight to Washington DC.
·   Stated the Roche de Boeuf Festival is coming up Saturday, September 28. There will be a kick off party with a 5k run on Friday, September 27.
·   Parker Square Dedication will be coming up. More details to follow. 

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:
A. REFERRAL TO PLANNING COMMISSION  A TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE PLANNING AND ZONING CODE CHAPTER 1145 REGULATIONS APPLYING TO ALL DISTRICTS TO PROHIBIT THE CULTIVATION, PROCESSING AND RETAIL DISPENSING OF MARIJUANA FOR THE PURPOSE OF NON-MEDICAL USE IN ALL ZONING DISTRICTS OF THE CITY OF WATERVILLE
In light of the recent discussions by Council regarding the legalization of marijuana for non-medical use in Ohio, a proposed ordinance prohibiting the cultivation, processing and retail dispensing of marijuana for non-medical use in all zoning districts has been developed for referral to the Planning Commission. The purposed amendment would maintain consistency with the City’s current Ordinance which prohibits the cultivation, processing and retail dispensing of Marijuana for medical use which was passed in 2016.  The next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for September 10, 2024.
Mr. Garver stated he attended the NOMMA conference covering the recreational marijuana law. Mr. Garver’s one concern with the law was having a retail dispensary on every street corner. The current regulations prevent dispensaries from being within 1 mile of each other and prevents them from being within 500 feet of a school or church. He stated Waterville will not be overrun by retail dispensaries if marijuana is regulated the same as alcohol.  Mr. Garver stated that a majority of voters in the state and in Waterville last November voted to approve the recreational use of marijuana by adults.  Mr. Garver requested that the following written comments be added to the record: By sending this amendment to the Planning Commission, we are telling the majority: 1) We do not respect your right to purchase marijuana in your hometown; 2) We do not respect your right to work in the marijuana industry in your hometown; 3) We will turn away tax dollars that could be used to improve an already great City; and 4) we are telling a growing legal industry in 24 states you are not welcome in Waterville.
Mr. Bruno made a motion to refer the text amendment to the Planning Commission for their review and recommendation.  Mr. Rozic seconded the motion, which passed by a 6-1 voice vote with Mr. Garver voting no.
B. ORDINANCE 08-24  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PART THREE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WATERVILLE, SCHEDULE V OF THE TRAFFIC SCHEDULES: RESTRICTED OR PROHIBITED PARKING BY ADDING NO PARKING AREAS TO A PORTION OF SOUTH RIVER ROAD NEAR THE ANTHONY WAYNE TRAIL 
First Reading Scheduled for September 9, 2024; Second Reading Scheduled for September 23, 2024; Third Reading, Public Hearing and Legislative Action scheduled for October 14, 2024
The enclosed Ordinance would establish a new no parking area along the north and south sides of South River Road between the Anthony Wayne Trail and the old Roche de Boeuf Interurban Bridge. The no parking area would extend from the Anthony Wayne Trail Intersection on the north side of the road to the bridge and from the Farnsworth Metropark property line on the south side of the road to the bridge. The new no parking area was requested by the property owners of 570 S. River Road who own the majority of the private property in this area on both sides of the street. This area has also been the site of several unfortunate accidents involving hikers who have fallen down the steep embankment into the Maumee River requiring rescue by the Fire Department. This appears to be the only undeveloped, privately owned portion of S. River Road fronting on the Maumee River which still permits parking.  Moreover, the curve of the road and the old bridge abutments on both sides of the street tend to block the visibility of parked cars to oncoming traffic. Consequently, it is the recommendation of the Public Works Director, Police and Fire Chiefs to eliminate these safety concerns by establishing a new no parking area along this section of S. River Road.  A map indicating the location of the proposed new no parking area was included with your Council packet. The property owners of 570 S. River Road, William and Penny Kidd, were in attendance and offered comments to Council in support of the proposed no parking area.  
C. RESOLUTION 31-24  A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE AUDITOR OF LUCAS COUNTY, OHIO TO ISSUE ADVANCE PAYMENTS ON THE CURRENT COLLECTION OF TAXES DUE TO THE CITY OF WATERVILLE DURING THE CALENDAR YEAR 2025
This Resolution is the City's annual request to the County Auditor to release property taxes collected to the City of Waterville in advance of the usual March and August 2025 distribution dates. This request will allow the City to receive property tax revenue as soon as it is available. The County Auditor has requested the passage of this legislation at this time for the next calendar year.

Mrs. Duncan moved to adopt Resolution 31-24, Mr. Wagner seconded the motion, which passed by a unanimous voice vote.
D. RESOLUTION 32-24  A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY THE BUDGET COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE LUCAS COUNTY AUDITOR
This item is an annual piece of legislation which approves and accepts the tax rates set by the Lucas County Budget Commission for the inside and outside property tax millage that is collected based on the approved millage and the property valuations within the City.

Mrs. Duncan moved to adopt Resolution 32-24, Mr. Rozic seconded the motion, which passed by a unanimous voice vote.
E. RESOLUTION 33-24  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATOR TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO NORTHEAST SWEEPERS AND RENTALS, INC., FOR THE PURCHASE OF A 2024 RAVO 5I SERIES STREET SWEEPER FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

This Resolution authorizes the purchase of a 2024 Ravo 5i Series Street Sweeper through the joint purchasing program authorized by state law. The purchase of this equipment was included in the 2024 Appropriation Ordinance. The Public Works Department Staff reviewed different models from four manufacturers and have recommended the purchase of the Ravo 5i Series. The base model cost is

$289,869.20 and with the additional "Weed Cutter Third Broom" attachment the total cost is $310,315.36. As indicated in the 2024 Five Year Capital Program, the City intends to make a down payment of $120,000 and finance the remaining cost over the next five years. The current interest rate is approximately 3.7% and will be a fixed rate upon final purchase of the equipment. The first payment is due in September 2025. This sweeper will replace the City's existing 1997 Street Sweeper.
Mrs. Duncan moved to adopt Resolution 33-24, Mr. Wagner seconded the motion, which passed by a unanimous voice vote.
Other Business
None
Adjournment
There being no further business to come before Council, Mr. Borowski made a motion to close the meeting at 8:08 p.m.  Mr. Rozic seconded the motion, which passed by a unanimous voice vote.


Jon D. Gochenour, Clerk of Council










Timothy G Pedro, Mayor 
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